’ GUIDELINES FOR PREPARING & SHARING YOUR

= GOSPEL TESTIMONIAL

While we thankfully testify to the truth that God personally and providentially draws
each sinner He saves along our own particular road of redemption, all saved sinners find
common ground bowing the knee at the foot of Christ’s cross. The goal of a Gospel
testimonial is to bookend your personal before and after salvation while making

prayerfully certain that this common ground of Christ we all share is who’s most
magnified and most memorable.

The following are practical guidelines along with a suggested word count for preparing
and sharing your Gospel testimonial in about 15 minutes or less.

BEFORE: What was your life like before you were saved?

After a brief introduction of your name and thankfulness to God for this opportunity,
simply jot down and unpack 3 of the most memorable points/principles that typify what
your life was like before you came to know Jesus personally.

Helpful hint:

v' To balance the personal and providential uniqueness of your own story with the
depravity and lostness common to all non-Christians, do your best to bring each
point of your story into a biblical principle. (Example: After sharing what you
personally did as a non-Christian to express your total depravity and hatred of God,
you may say something like: “It was a Bible teacher by the name of G.K. Chesterton
who said: ‘When we cease to worship God, we do not worship nothing, we worship
anything.” This means that God has wired all of us as worshipers and my worship of
choice apart from Him was movies/music/sports, etc. | wonder what you worship in
your heart that’s not God?”)

Point 1:
Principle:

Point 2:
Principle:

Point 3:
Principle:

Word count: 500



TURNING POINT: How and when did God save you to Himself?

Again, though God graciously draws each individual sinner to a very personal place to
hear the Gospel of His Son, the essence of His Son and His Gospel are always the same.
Further, as all unsaved sinners share the same ultimate need in common, this part of
your Gospel testimonial presents a beautiful opportunity to build a redemptive bridge
with everyone in your audience. Remember: giving all glory and honour to Jesus Christ is
the ultimate goal of your Gospel testimonial, so be very careful and prayerful preparing
this part of your story!

Key biblical theme: Justification

Helpful hints:

v' As you continue testifying to your personal turning point of repentance and faith in
Christ, carefully share the Good News that you heard and have come to understand.

v" To help you accurately articulate the unchanging truths of the glorious Gospel by
which we are all saved, both key Gospel principles and a short Gospel summary
have been shared below.

Key Gospel Principles:

e God alone is holy, just, and good (Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 89:14; Mark 10:18)

e All have sinned and the wages of sin is death (Romans 3:23; 6:23; 1 John 3:4)

e God is rich in mercy to all who call upon Him (Romans 10:13; Ephesians 2:4)

e FEternal life is only found in Jesus Christ (John 3:16; 1 Corinthians 15; Romans 3)

e Repentance and faith are the only saving responses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ
(Acts 2:38; Ephesians 2:8-9)

Short Gospel Summary:

The Gospel is the Good News that Jesus Christ, who is God the Son, came into the world
as a man to live in perfect obedience to God the Father. With His death on the cross,
Jesus became the perfect sacrifice, cancelling the debt against sinners by taking their full
punishment upon Himself. Three days later, He rose from the dead, defeating sin and
death, earning eternal life for all those who trust in Him. Through His love and mercy,
Jesus satisfied God’s justice and is the only way to peace, assurance, forgiveness, and
salvation. To be reconciled to God, you must repent and trust that Jesus died for your
sins. Your sins will be forgiven, God will see you as perfect in Christ, and the Holy Spirit
will make you a new creation who will be reconciled to God forever.

Word count: 1000



AFTER: How has your life changed since you’ve been saved?

After testifying to your turning point away from sin and self to Christ in repentance and
faith, now you can simply jot down and unpack 3 of the most memorable
points/principles that typify what your life is like since you have come to know Jesus
personally.

Key biblical themes: Sanctification and Glorification

Helpful hint:

v" As your “after” serves as the second bookend of your Gospel testimonial, it can
often be very impacting to revisit some or all of the points/principles from your
“before” to share how Christ alone is graciously redeeming each aspects of your life
since saving you (i.e. sanctification) and how He’s since given you a desire to be
without sin and live with Him forever (i.e. glorification).

Point 1:

Point 2:

Point 3:

Word count: 500



